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Area beaches boost ratings on

pollution scorecard

BEACH Es FROM Bl

territories with some form of
coastline, the council found
there were 19,950 days of beach
closings or advisories. Florida
ranked second to California,
which led the nation with 3,985
days.

In the latest scorecard, Volu-
sia County's numbers were
down sharply from the 164 days
of closings and advisories report-
ed last year, which officials at-
tributed at the time to unusually
cold weather and its effect on
seabirds.

Migratory birds and seagulls
iving off the Volusia County

landfill will fly to the beach be-

cause the ocean water is often
warmer than the air temperature
on colder days. Their droppings
lead to higher bacterial counts in
the water, officials said.

“You can see it every year,"
said Pete Thomton, environ-
mental administrator with the
Volusia County Health Depart-
ment, “When we have our col-
dest months, that's when our
bacterial levels increase.”

The days cited in Volusia
County were in January and

been plagued in recent years by
red tide, an algae bloom that can
foul water and is often made
worse by human-made pollu-
tiomn.

"There are a number of possi-
ble sources for the bacterial con-
tent,” said Bart Bibler, water-pro-
gram bureau chief for the Flori-
da Department of Health, which
oversees the $1 million testing
program, whose findings were
used in the report.

After ivi a federal
grant, the state’s beach-monitor-
ing program was increased from
once every two weeks to weelkly

February last year, The Interna-
tional Speedway beach, Silver
Beach and the stretch along Flor-
ida Shores Boulevard were the
most cited of the county’s 15
strands, all of which are moni-
tored,

Brevard County, with 82
miles of coastline, monitors 10 of
its 27 beaches, according to the
report. The NRDC had found the
county has reporied no closings
or advisories in at least three
years,

“We've got clean beaches,”
said Bill Jenkins, manager of the
county's Environmental Health

in August 2002. The more fre-
guent samplings may be conirib-
uting to the higher numbers cit-
ed the past two years — with on-
ly 1,745 closings and advisories
reported three years ago.

Geography also is a factor, of-
ficials said.

“It's not surprising that the
Guif areas are more of a prob-
lem, because that's where you
have more bays, inlets that can
catch runoff," Bibler said.

John Kennedy can be reached
at jkennedy@orlandosentinel.com
or B50-222-5564.

Services. “We're in the magic
spat, with good winds and not a
lot of stagnant water.”

Across the state, stormwater
runoff, sewage outflow and sep-
fic tanks placed close to water-
ways in some counties add to the
risk of bacterial pollution, offi-
cials acknowledge.

Last year’s record four hurri-
canes likely increased the level
of storm water carrying pollut-
ants into Florida's neighboring
ocean and gulf, but none of the
officials contacted Thursday
could gauge its direct impact.

Florida's Gulf Coast also has



