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BEACH
POLLUTION
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The county health depart-
ments survey the beaches
weekly to find whether harm-
ful bacteria have risen to levels
that can cause swimmers di-
gestive problems, rashes and
other ailments.

The waters just off the Ener-
gy and Marine Center in Port
Richey were found to be un-
healthy 23 percent of the time
they were tested.

Since 2003, coastal countics
have been monitoring their
beaches weekly, Before that,
they monitored less frequent-
ly.

Bart Bibler, bureau chief of
water programs at the state
Department of Health, said of-
ficials post advisories quickly
after finding unsafe bacterial
levels.

Bibler and other state offi-
cials disagreed with Young's
assertion that most advisories
could be prevented if the infra-
structure were improved and
stormwater runoff was cap-
tured. ]

“We really don't know the
root causes,” said Bibler, who
noted that the monitoring pro-
gram is intended to protect
swimmers and does not fund
invesiigative efforts.

Geof Mansfield, a senior an-
alyst in the division of water re-
sources at the state Depart-
ment of Environmental Pro-
tection, said, ""There are bil-
lions of gallons of water treated
every day in this state and rela-
tive to that, there is an infini-
tesimally small amount that
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Pollution is not a natural occurrence and needs to be addressed,
said Linda Young, Clean Water Network’s southeast director.

overflows."The idea that
wastewater spills are a signifi-
cant threat to surface and
sroundwater in this state are
notaccurate,'” he said.

Reporter Garrett Therolfcan be
reached at (850) 222-8382.



